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ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH SCHOLARS, CHENNAI
Registered Office: 737 Anna Salai, Chennai 600002

Minutes of the 30th ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING (AGM)

Friday, September 11, 2015

Alumni Club, Anna University, Boat Club Road, Chennai 600 028

Welcome:

Dr. Sudhir Ravindran, Vice-President welcomed the members to the 30th Annual General Body Meeting.

Annual Report by the Secretary:

Ms. Selvi Palani, Secretary presented the Annual Report for the period 2014 – 15.  The report gave details about the events and activities that were conducted during the period.  The report also highlighted the measures taken to increase membership of the organisation and also spelt out proposed events for the ensuing year.  It was reported that the ‘complete-series launch’ of the Gazetteer would be organised in end January/early February 2016 and that a Committee would be constituted for selection of Travel Grants (General and Artists).

The Annual Report was presented along with a slide-show of images and the members were able to gain a glimpse of the events that happened in the last year (2014-15).

The report was adopted by the members.

Finance Statement by the Treasurer:

Ms. Swapna Sathish presented the Statement of Accounts for the period 2014-15 and the same was also adopted.

Proposed amendment to Bye-laws:

Dr. Sudhir Ravindran introduced the proposed amendment in relation to creation of a Trust or Foundation to secure the corpus of the Artists’ Grant.  The House agreed not to have amendment to the bye-laws but instead the EC would examine the proposal and ensure that the corpus towards Artists’ Grant is secured.

Elections:

Two positions of EC members were announced to be filled up from the General Body.  Ms. Margaret and Mr. Belliappa were nominated with members proposing and seconding their nominations.

Introduction of new members:

Seven new members joined ABS since October 2014.  Mr. Ashwanth Gnanavelu, Mr. Divakar Subramaniam and Ms. Swarnalatha Rangarajan  the new members present at the AGM introduced themselves and assured that they would contribute to the growth of the organisation.

Prize distribution – “Nostalgia UK – Photo contest”

Prizes were distributed to the winners of the photo contest in the following order:



I prize – Ms. Harshitha Ram



II prize – Ms. Shantha Gabriel



III prize – Ms. Merriam



IV prize  - Mr. Pichaimuthu

All contestants were presented a memento.

Vote of thanks:

Mr. Jacob Jebaraj, EC member proposed the vote of thanks and thereafter the House adjourned for Fellowship and dinner. 
Appendix I:

Executive Committee for 2014‐15: 
1. V G Bhooma – President 

2. Sudhir Ravindran – Vice‐President 

3. Selvi Palani – Secretary 

4. Pichaimuthu – Joint Secretary 

5. Swapna Sathish – Treasurer 

6. G T Verghese – Member 

7. Naseema M – Member 

8. Aparajitha V R – Member  (resigned) 
9. Bernard D’Sami – Member 

10. Sandhya  Gopinath – Member (resigned)

11.  Vikas Chawla (co-opted; later resigned)

12. Jacob Jebaraj (co-opted)
Appendix II:
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ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH SCHOLARS, CHENNAI
Registered Office: 737 Anna Salai, Chennai 600002

ANNUAL REPORT 2014 – 2015
30th Annual General Body Meeting – Friday, September 11, 2015

Alumni Club, Anna University, Boat Club Road, Chennai 600 028

Good Evening! On behalf of the Executive Committee, I extend a warm welcome to all of you for the Thirtieth Annual General Body Meeting of the Association.  We present here the Annual Report for the year 2014 – 15.
Apart from detailing the events of the past year, this report includes the efforts that were taken to enrich the ABS’s profile and activities and also outlines the programmes planned for the coming year.  This report is accompanied by a slideshow of images from the narrated events to enable members to have a visual understanding and recall of the events.
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 2014 - 15

2014

October 
The new Team took over charge as office-bearers of ABS on 6 October and holds its first Meeting.
In response to BC’s call ABS submitted 6 proposals in response to BC’s call for ABS-BC Joint Programmes.  The proposals included; Indo-UK Food Festival; addressing child-sexual abuse; English teaching to Corporation/Government schools; Seminar/Workshop on Art Education; symposium on waste management; gender discrimination at workplace.  ABS also offered support in BC programmes; Great Campaign; Alumni Awards and Generation UK Placement
November 
Illustrated talk on “Food, Fashion and Films ; The Indo-UK Journey” by Prof. Aysha Iqbal Viswamohan, was held on 17 Novembe at BC. This event was conducted by ABS in collaboration with NIFT, Chennai. The illustrated talk provided an overview of the key phenomenon in British popular culture spanning three decades till the present times. In the new global context, Britain and the British national identity is constantly being reshaped and renegotiated through tropes of culture and this was analyzed through the prism of food, fashion and films.  The illustrated talk was followed by a Panel Discussion.  The Panelists included: Prof. Uma Vangal, Head, Department of Media and Entertainment, L.V. Prasad Film and TV Academy, Chennai; Mr. Ram, Writer and Film Maker and Associate Prof. Kaustav Sengupta, NIFT, Chennai.  The Moderator was Prof. Mathews Abraham, NIFT, Chennai.  
The event saw a packed hall with about 75 persons in attendance and the Media, specifically ‘The Hindu’ reporting about it.  The event enabled ABS to reach out to organizations like NIFT who has expressed keenness for further collaboration with ABS. 
December 
“Open House” - Following suggestions of our senior members, ABS organized an “Open House” on 12 December at Madras Race Course Club, Guindy in order to bring together all ABS members and get them share their ideas about ABS programmes.  The members were divided into different suggestion groups. Members enthusiastically participated in good numbers and gave their suggestions.  Some of the key findings of the groups were: to use ‘in-house’ specialists and organize events as it would involve participation of members; conduct events partnering with likeminded organizations to enable ABS to have wider reach; to collaborate closely with British Council and the Office of the British Deputy High Commission; to have ABS members’ family get-togethers to bring us closer.

2015

January 
2015 began with the UK Alumni Meet organized by the BDHC in partnership with ABS, Chennai on “Leadership in Innovation” on 29 January 2015 at Sheraton Park Hotel and Towers, Chennai.  The President, Ms. Bhooma delivered a Special Address at the UK Alumni Meet. The event was attended by several ABS members who actively interacted with the alumni motivating new members to join the association.  It also provided an opportunity for ABS to network with young innovators in diverse fields.  A similar meeting was also held in the field of Higher Education where again the President addressed the gathering on the Chevening and ABS experiences.
February

The President, ABS participated in an All-India meeting of ABS Chapters and Alumni Association in New Delhi where all the chapters discussed the work of their respective chapters and future collaborative efforts.  
The Secretary of the Chennai Chapter, Ms. Selvi Palani was a finalist in the UK Alumni Awards 2015, under the ‘Professional Excellence’ category. She was invited for the Award ceremony at New Delhi.  EC member Vikas Chawla representing the LSE Alumni also attended the All India Alumni Association meet.
The Secretary was invited to the Chevening Scholars meet by the BDHC in New Delhi which culminated in the creation of Chevening Alumni of India.
The EC felicitated Ms. Mei-Kwei Barker, Director, British Council South India and during their interaction shared about the work of ABS, Chennai and thanked her for the support received from BC and their representative Mr. A.J. Solomon who also continues to be the BC representative in the EC.

“Nostalgia – UK”:  Based on the suggestions received during the “Open House”. ABS conducted an ‘in-house’ photography competition. Members were asked to share photographs taken during their stay in the UK.  The competition, “Nostalgia – UK” was to share three of the best photographs taken either by them or in which they feature that would fall under the theme, “emotions” or “cultural expressions”.  The participants could choose to give a short description of the image or append an original poem (about 20 words only).  There were about 18 entrants who participated in the event. We received excellent photographs and have decided to express our appreciation to all contestants and award prizes to the top 3 selected by a panel of judges which included an expert in Photography. 
April
Visit to Cholamandal Artists’ Village:  As suggested during the Open House, a visit to the Cholamandal Artists’ Village was organised as a family event.  As a part of the visit, a workshop on “Art for Non-Artists” was conducted by Mr. Jacob Jebaraj, an ABS member and an artist at the Cholamandal village. The workshop brought to fore the creativity of all participants and was thoroughly enjoyed by the young and the old alike.  The visit was enriching as it gave the visitors an insight into the world of arts.  The workshop was well attended with several members and their families and turned out to be one large family on a picnic.
Ms. Mei-Kwei Barker, spent the entire day with us and participated with great enthusiasm.  She said art was such a great de-stressor and was motivated to dabble more into it.
August
Madras Week Celebrations:  As part of Madras Week Celebrations ABS in association with Staff Club, IIT, Madras presented “Sounds of Music” by the School of Indian Film Music at Central Lecture Theatre, IIT Madras.  It was a musical infotainment that traced the social history and geography of the city.  ABS Member, Mr. Divakar Subramanian, Founder and Academic Director, School of Indian Film Music led the students in a two-part programme. The programme began with an aural journey of Madras through real time sound recording followed by a journey of perception of Madras through the ages through film music with a narrative of the lyrical background and historical content. 
September

ABS in association with IIT, Madras organised a book launch titled, “Final Instructions” by Ms. Swarnalatha Rangarajan, an ABS member and Prof. Of English, Dept. Of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT, Madras. The book was released by Ms. Mei Kwei Barker and Mr. Bhaskar Ramamoorthy, Director, IIT, Madras.  The author was felicitated by both the Directors with Ms. Bhooma, and Ms. Jayashree, ABS member. This programme was well attended by members and gave an opportunity to communicate about ABS. This event was also covered by the media.
Membership:
As a first step to get a full and active participation of members, we embarked on updation of the details of existing members through telephone, email and SMS.  Our database has been partly updated and corrected.  It is porposed to repeat this after few months.
We have been active in encouraging new members to join the association through interaction and follow up. We are also happy to inform that a ‘standee’ that outlines ABS and its objectives will soon be placed in the BC library and we are certain that will bring in new members.
Gazetteer:
We are pleased to inform that Volume III (Final) of the Gazetteer will be ready in November 2015 and we are planning a “complete-series launch” in end January/early February 2016.

A Gazetteer Event Committee headed by Mr. Belliappa has been constituted with four other ABS members (Swapna Sathish, Sudhir Ravindran, Vikas Chawla and Selvi Palani) who will work on  the launch and events planned around it.
Travel Grants (General and Artists): 

We have constituted a Committee that would lay down the parameters for selection and recommend suitable candidates for award of the Grants. It was decided that the second travel grant will be given in the field of Language literature and Education this year. 
Executive Committee Meetings:

The EC has been meeting regularly and working on the above activities.  We have had 10 EC meetings the last term (2014 -15) The EC had been particular about ensuring attendance and participation by the members. The EC co-opted Vikas Chawla as a co-opted member and Jacob Jebaraj as EC member in the place of a vacancy that arose during the year.  Two positions of members in the EC are proposed to be filled during the AGM.
Social Media presence: 
Mr. Vikas Chawla, ABS member has volunteered to support the ABS website and we are thankful to him.  Our statistics show that:

· Between Apr 2014 to Mar 2015, 843 visitors visited the website and spent an average 2 minutes on it. The traffic has been maintained at the same level as previous year.
·  On the other hand, between Apr 2015 and 31 Aug 2015, 652 visitors visited the website which is almost 2 times of the traffic in the same period previous year.
·  Facebook: we have had 113 fans until last year which has grown to 162 fans, an addition of 49 fans.
This increasing trend shows that we need to have more active interaction in the social media which the Committee plans to take up in the coming year.
As we complete a year in office, I thank, on behalf of the Executive Committee, Mr. Bharath Joshi, Patron and British Deputy High Commissioner for his support in various activities of the ABS, while also involving the ABS Chennai chapter and its members in various activities spearheaded by the BDHC. We also thank Ms. Mei Kwei-Barker, Director – British Council, South India, who has been readily and constantly with the ABS Chennai chapter’s activities, offering her time and encouragement in support of the chapter’s efforts.  We also wish to place on record the tremendous support extended by the BC Team, especially Mr. A.J. Solomon.  We also had the opportunity to collaborate with the BC on some events this year and this proved to be an extension of the warm rapport that the ABS Chennai chapter has with British Council. 
The media has supported us through various events through coverage and support and we thank them for this visibility and endorsement of the ABS activities. 

I thank the Chapter President Ms. V.G. Bhooma for her dynamism and meticulous approach in organizing all activities.  I also thank EC members who have provided their support in spite of competing professional priorities.
We thank the members who have been constantly encouraging, supporting and guiding us through the year and providing their feedback to ensure that the Chapter is vibrant and remains relevant in the days to come as well. 
It has been an active year with more variety in our programmes and greater interaction. The committee is looking forward to the coming year where we have plans for more programmes including major events like the Gazetteer release, Season II of our flagship programmes namely, quiz and debate for students etc. We welcome greater participation from our members to make it eventful, enjoyable and enriching. 

Thank you!
